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FRAMING QUESTION

Are the current policies for managing global fisheries
sustainable, strong, and adaptive enough to prevent
fisheries collapse and withstand the impacts of cli-
mate change?

FOCUS QUESTION

How effective is the body of marine fisheries policy in
Ireland and what are the identifiable issues?

THESIS

The body of policy governing Irish waters has strong
goals but lacks accurate scientific models and mon-
itoring, has weak and lenient enforcement, and fails

to sustainably manage marine fisheries.

GLOBAL CONTEXT

* The ocean stores about 93% of the world’s carbon,
making it especially susceptible to climate change.

¢ Overfishing can trigger trophic cascades, which
exacerbates the decline of fish stocks.

* A growing number of people rely on marine
fisheries for food security and economic benefit.

IRISH CONTEXT

* Over 90% of the fishing fleet in Ireland is controlled
by small family operations concentrated in poor
coastal communities.

* The south coast is home to a biologically sensitive
area: nurseries for herring, cod, and haddock.

e [reland is under investigation by the European
Commission for its high rate of IUU fishing.

METHODOLOGY

Part I. Timeline

Chronicles the history of fisheries law and policy,

illustrates important shifts in the perception of ocean

resources, and highlights the important influences in

this process.

Part Il. Policy Analysis

£ tt s assessed by: (1) status, (2) stat-

ed goals, (3) intended scope, (4) mechanisms, (5)
gth of language, (6) administrative operability,
(7) amendments.

evaluate the efficacy of the
pollcy These materials include scientific data and
where data has already been analyzed, articles and
reports. Assessed by: (1) data and methods, (2)
strengths of the legislation, (3) weaknesses of the
legislation, (4) prescriptions for weaknesses, and (5)
overall policy efficacy.
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POLICY ANALYSIS HIGHLIGHTS

31.4% of global fish
stocks are overexploited while

The International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT)

* Goals: coordinate scientific data/monitoring and management of tuna
and tuna-like resources among tuna fishing states to ensure MSY

* Mechanisms: use research of all states (public and private) and
supplement with own research (budget permitting), issue reports,
regulate tuna fishing practices, set quotas

* Issues: major gaps in data, lack of financial support, overwhelming
workload, low standardization of research and monitoring practices

* Consequences: insufficient data leads to uninformed TAC quotas,
overfishing, IUU fishing, bycatch

North East Atlantic Fishieries Commission (NEAFC)

* Goals: ensure the long-term conservation and optimum utilization
of fisheries in the NE Atlantic, providing sustainable economic,
environmental, and social benefits

* Mechanisms: apply scientific recomemndations from ICES, issue
reports, regulate fishing practices, set quotas, sanctions for violators,
use precautionary principle, special protection of VMEs

 Issues: insufficient deep-sea species data in ICES, some political red

Lorgiude tape in passing new measures

* Consequences: inadequate protection of some deep-sea species

RES Common Fisheries Policy 2014 Amendments (CFP)
- * Goals: ensure environmentally, economically and socially sustainable
* The policies have strongly stated fishing in the EU and maintain a dynamic fishing industry

objectives to fish as much as possible * Mechanisms: compile research, set TAC by state, establish rules for

2 A vessel licensing, fishing gear, trade, protected areas, and

without causing stock collapse. e e el T e

However... « Issues: uncoordinated and unreliable data, low level of enforcement
¢ Deficiencies in monitoring, control, and capacity

surveillance lead to insufficient data sets * Consequences: insufficient data, TAC quotas, overfishing, IUU fishing,

(national agency) N 3 A " bycatch
researches and only partially substantiated scientific
i | claims... Ireland’s Sea Fisheries Protection Authority (SFPA)
'»Jmf‘"m?"'ffif nowesse e \\Vhich policymakers negotiate to their  Goals: enforcement of CFP and domestic fisheries law in Irish waters
= economic benefit and apply to MSY and * Mechanisms: vessel licensing, sea-fisheries protection officers autho-
pply rized to inspect and detain vessels based on “reasonable suspicion,”
TAC models that cannot adequately use VMS and Electronic recording and reporting systems (ERS), fines
the precautionary princip|e, Therefore... and/or jail time for noncompliance with provisions
B nternational Af g " * Issues: fails to introduce penalty points legislation for serious fishing
B Regional *The po[lmes fail tO, ensure the long-term offenses, fails to exercise surveillance and enforcement capacities
K Regional protection of the fish stocks, and stocks « Consequences: non-standardized infringements, Ireland is ranked 3rd
Ireland fail. for fishing above quotas set for the Atlantic Ocean, high IUU fishing
Most Important for this research
BROADER IMPLICATIONS FURTHER RESEARCH
 Fisheries policies are seen in opposition to the free market In order to find the best course of action for Irish fishery
economy and entrenched concepts of sovereignty over natural management, | must narrow the research:
resources, creating political gridlock and a ‘race to the bottom.’ ¢ How do fishermen interface with regulators and what do they
* Powerful states see environmental regulations as overly restrictive, think needs to be done in order to protect their fisheries from
a punishment for success, and handout to poorer states. collapse?
* The combination of fishery overexploitation and climate change ¢ Must the problem be approached systemically, or should each

will be catastrophic for the marine biodiversity.

fishery be addressed case-by-case?



